The present study has been designed to investigate the locale-wise differences among high school students on the basis 
INTRODUCTION

Locale-Wise
Locale-wise in the present study means the location of the area from which the data is collected. Here locale-wise refers to high school students studying in rural and urban areas.
Cognitive Variables
It represents those factors which affect the cognitive aspect of personality i.e. general mental ability and academic achievement.
Non-Cognitive Variables
It represents those factors which affect the non-cognitive or affective aspect of personality i.e. anxiety, emotional maturity and social maturity.
The measurement of academic achievement is justified due to two fundamental assumptions of psychology.
Firstly, there are differences within the individual from time to time, known as behaviour oscillations which account for differences in the academic achievement of the same individual from time to time and from one educational level to another. Secondly, individual of the same age group, same grade and of same general mental ability usually differ in their achievement. High IQ is an advantage in life because virtually all activities require some reasoning and decision making, conversely, a low IQ is often a disadvantage (Arvey, 2004) . In addition to this, individuals differ in intelligence due to differences in both, their environment and genetic heritage (Duke, 2004) .
Actually, it is almost impossible to separate intelligence 'in the genes' from intelligence 'due to experience'. Genes do not fix behaviour rather they establish a range of possible reactions to the range of possible experiences that environment can provide.
Today, most of the young students are not able to achieve according to the expectations of the parents as well as the teachers. There is no doubt that it is affected by two In order to analyse the data, raw scores obtained on the basis of general mental ability, anxiety, emotional maturity, social maturity and academic achievement were converted into T-scores. t-test was applied to see the significance of the differences between rural and urban high school students on the basis of their general mental ability, anxiety, emotional maturity, social maturity and academic achievement scores.
Results and Discussion
Rural and urban high school students differ significantly in their general mental ability as the value of t-test applied is significant at .01 level. (Table 1 ).
The level of general mental ability is high in case of urban high school students vide table. This may be due to the fact that urban high school students have more facilities of getting education, belong to educated families and hence, more intelligent than their rural counterparts.
The results of from Table 1 also reveal that there is a significant difference in the anxiety of rural and urban high school students as the t-value (4.223) is found to be significant at .01 level. It clearly indicates that rural high school students are more anxious than urban ones. The reasons for urban student's lower anxiety as compared to rural ones may be due to the fact that urban high schools students are more intelligent active alert and have more facilities for getting education at their disposal and hence react with all situations without being anxious. Moreover, their parents are also educated and help their wards in solving their problems whereas in rural setting, parent are illiterate and students have to help in their parent's work besides getting education. These results are in line with the studies conducted by Shikari (1986) and Yadav (1989) who reported that rural students had greater anxiety than urban students.
The results of t-test applied between the mean scores of rural and urban student's emotional maturity indicate that they do not differ significantly in their emotional maturity scores as the value of t-test (.933) is found to be nonsignificant. After comparing their means, it is found that mean emotional maturity score of urban high school students is higher (less emotionally mature) than those of their rural counterparts. High emotional maturity in rural students may be because rural students face more problems, have lesser means for giving outlet to their emotions and have more toleration power as compared to urban students. The findings of the present study are in resonance with the findings of Harleen (1998) and Kaur (2001) in which rural students were found to be more emotionally mature as compared to urban students.
The result of t-test of significance of the means applied points out that the rural and urban students do not differ significantly in their social maturity scores as the value of ttest (1.168) is found to be not significant. After comparing their means, it is found that mean social maturity score of urban students is higher than those of rural ones. The high social maturity of urban students may be due the fact that in urban setting, environment is calm, congenial; there is more feeling of oneness, students by nature are cooperative, extroverts, more expressive, experienced and intelligent. All these above factors make difference in social maturity of high school students of rural urban Figure 1 .
Conclusion
It may be concluded that in a given set of variables rural and urban high school students differed significantly on the basis of their anxiety and general mental ability whereas no significant difference is observed between rural and urban high school students on the basis of their emotional maturity, social maturity and academic achievement.
Recommendations & Educational Implications
Anxiety is one psychological factor which plays 
